                                   TURNING A PUPPET INTO A CHARACTER    [image: image1.wmf]
· Name your puppet

· Give your puppet a “home”

· Give your puppet a specific job

· Give your puppet a voice or accent that fits the personality, character or job

· Costume your puppet in a variety of ways. Don’t forget to accessorize!  Use props and jewelry from the dollar store or variety stores.

· Use your imagination when designing your teaching puppet.  Add googly eyes to a ruler to teach math or make a building block sing the clean up song.

· Have a puppet that goes “cuckoo” every time he hears the right answer or a certain number.

· ALL of my puppets have sensitive ears and refuse to come out when there is excessive noise.  Quiet is the word for my character puppets.

· Have a puppet that “eats” bad habits for kids who struggle with bad “stuff”.

· Seasonal—Smokey the Bear, leprechaun, Easter bunny, Ernie the Elf, I even have a valentine cow for a gift one time!!  The possibilities are endless!

· Have your class mascot do a review at the end of the day and then curl up with his “blankie” to take a nap.  Bye-bye!
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